
7th Grade Summer Reading List 2019 

 
 

REQUIRED READING: 
Three (3) Books Total 

 
Butler & Cooper : Read three (3) books. See following list for 

recommendations. 
 

Popham: The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett  
& two (2) additional books. See following list for recommendations.  

 
Fountain: The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall  

& two (2) additional books.  See following list for recommendations. 
 
 

CHOICE: Lyddie by Katherine Patterson & two (2) additional books from the  
7th grade list. (The one exception is the book Gone by Michael Grant. Gone will 

be the requirement for CHOICE students next summer, so incoming CHOICE 
students should avoid reading Gone this summer if possible) 

 
 (Try to save Lyddie for last so it is fresh in your mind. The content of the book 

will be assessed and heavily tied into class content in September.) 

 
 

FICTION 
 
Adventure 

The Great Wide Sea by M. H. Herlong -- While still mourning the death of their 
mother, three brothers go with their father on an extended sailing trip off the 
Florida Keys and have a harrowing adventure at sea.  

Now is the Time for Running by Michael Williams -- When soldiers attack their 
small village, Deo escapes with his older, mentally disabled brother, carrying a 
soccer ball filled with money, and after facing prejudice, poverty and tragedy, it is 
in soccer that Deo finds hope.  
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Classics 
 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg -- 
Having run away with her younger brother to live in the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, twelve-year-old Claudia strives to keep things in order in their new home and 
to become a changed person and a heroine to herself. 
 
Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George -- An Eskimo girl lost on the 
North Slope of Alaska is befriended by a pack of wolves. 
 
The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery -- An aviator whose plane is 
forced down in the Sahara Desert encounters a little prince from a small planet 
who relates his adventures in seeking the secret of what is important in life 
 
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott -- Chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four 
March sisters as they grow into young women in mid-nineteenth-century New 
England. Includes review questions. 
 
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O’Brien -- With nowhere else to 
turn, a field mouse asks the clever escaped lab rats living under the rosebush to 
help save her son, who lies in the path of the farmer's tractor, too ill to be moved. 
 
My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George -- A city boy decides to 
spend one year in the Catskill Mountains living off the land. 
 
Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier -- The tale of the second Mrs. Maxim de Winter, 
who enters the home of her mysterious and enigmatic new husband and learns 
the story of the house's first mistress, to whom the sinister housekeeper is 
unnaturally devoted.  
 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor -- A black family living in 
Mississippi during the Depression of the 1930s is faced with prejudice and 
discrimination which its children do not understand 
 
*The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett (required for Popham) -- A 
10-year-old orphan comes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors where 
she discovers an invalid cousin and the mysteries of a locked garden.  
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A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith -- Follows young Francie Nolan, who 
is armed with her idealism and determination, as she struggles to escape from the 
poverty of life in a Brooklyn tenement during the early 1900s. 
 
Dystopia 

Gone by Michael Grant -- In a small town on the coast of California, everyone 
over the age of 14 suddenly disappears, setting up a battle between the remaining 
town residents and the students from a local private school, as well as those who 
have "The Power" and are able to perform supernatural feats and those who do 
not. (Sequels: Hunger; Lies; Plague; Fear; Light)  

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer -- In a future where humans 
despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 
140-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the 
United States. (Sequel: The Lord of Opium) 

Legend by Marie Lu -- In a dark future, when North America has split into two 
warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a famous criminal, and prodigy June, the 
brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have a common enemy.  
(Sequels: Prodigy, Champion) 

Life As We Knew It by Susan Pfeffer -- Through journal entries, 16-year-old 
Miranda describes her family's struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, 
causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. (Sequels: The 
Dead and the Gone; This World We Live In; The Shade of the Moon) 

Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi -- In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer 
scavenges copper wiring from grounded oil tankers for a living, but when he finds 
a beached clipper ship with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide if he should 
strip the ship for its wealth or rescue the girl. (Sequel: The Drowned Cities) 

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld -- Tally is faced with a difficult choice when her new 
friend Shay decides to risk life on the outside rather than submit to the forced 
operation that turns 16-year-old girls into gorgeous beauties, and realizes that 
there is a whole new side to the pretty world that she doesn't like. (Sequels: 
Pretties; Specials; Extras) 
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Fantasy/ Science Fiction/ Magical Realism 
 
Airborn by Kenneth Oppel -- Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and 
Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, team up to search for the 
existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet above 
Earth's surface. (Sequels: Skybreaker; Starclimber) 

The Boundless by Kenneth Oppel -- Aboard "The Boundless," the greatest train 
ever built, on its maiden voyage across Canada, teenaged Will enlists the aid of a 
traveling circus to save the train from villains. 

Bruiser by Neal Shusterman -- Inexplicable events start to occur when 
16-year-old twins Tennyson and Brontë befriend a troubled and misunderstood 
outcast, aptly nicknamed Bruiser, and his little brother, Cody.  

Circus Mirandus by Cassie Beasley -- When he realizes that his grandfather's 
stories of an enchanted circus are true, Micah Tuttle sets out to find the 
mysterious Circus Mirandus--and to use its magic to save his grandfather's 
life"--Provided by publisher 

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan -- Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three 
mysterious sisters and finds himself entwined in a prophecy, a promise, and a 
harmonica - and decades later three children--Friedrich in Germany, Mike in 
Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California--find themselves caught up in the same thread 
of destiny in the darkest days of the twentieth century, struggling to keep their 
families intact, and tied together by the music of the same harmonica. 

Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card -- Ender, who is the result of genetic 
experimentation, may be the military genius Earth needs in its war against an 
alien enemy. (Sequels: Speaker for the Dead; Xenocide; Children of the Mind; 
Ender's Shadow; Shadow of the Hegemon; Shadow Puppets; Shadow of the 
Giant; Ender in Exile) 

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes -- “After seventh-grader Jerome is shot by 
a white police officer, he observes the aftermath of his death and meets the 
ghosts of other fallen black boys including historical figure Emmett Till"--Provided 
by publisher 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill -- “An epic fantasy about a 
young girl raised by a witch, a swamp monster, and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon, who 
must unlock the powerful magic buried deep inside her.” -- Provided by publisher  
 
The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier -- Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, 
ten, travel to England to work as servants in a crumbling manor house where 
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nothing is quite what it seems to be, and soon the siblings are confronted by a 
mysterious stranger and secrets of the cursed home.  
 
Orphan Island by Laurel Snyder -- A group of orphans wait each year for a boat 
to arrive on the island, replacing the eldest with the youngest, never to be seen 
again, as each remaining child child learns what it means to say goodbye to 
childhood forever. 
 
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead --  In the 1980s, as her mother prepares 
to be a contestant on a television game show, Miranda tries to make sense of a 
series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that seems to 
defy the laws of time and space. 
 
 
Graphic Novels 
 
Ghosts by Raina Telgemeier -- Catrina and her family have moved to the coast of 
Northern California for the sake of her little sister, Maya, who has cystic fibrosis. 
Cat is even less happy about the move when she is told that her new town is 
inhabited by ghosts, and Maya sets her heart on meeting one.  
 
El Deafo by Cece Bell -- A graphic novel memoir of author/illustrator Cece Bell, 
who grew up hearing impaired. 
 
 

Historical Fiction 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne -- Bored and lonely after his 
family moves from Berlin to a place called "Out-With" in 1942, Bruno, the son of a 
Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped pajamas who lives behind a wire fence. 

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos -- In the historic town of Norvelt, 
Pennsylvania, Jack Gantos spends the summer of 1962 grounded for various 
offenses until he is assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most unusual 
chore.  

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson -- In 1793 Philadelphia, 16-year-old Matilda 
Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and 
self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever 
epidemic. 

Grenade by Alan Gratz -- On April 1, 1945 with the battle of Okinawa beginning, 
fourteen-year-old native Okinawan Hideki, drafted into the Blood and Iron Student 
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Corps, is handed two grenades and told to go kill American soldiers; small for his 
age Hideki does not really want to kill anyone, he just wants to find his family, and 
his struggle across the island will finally bring him face-to-face with Ray, a marine 
in his very first battle--and the choice he makes then will change his life forever. 

The Hired Girl by Laura Schlitz -- Desperate for the education her father denies 
her on their Pennsylvania farm, 14-year-old Joan runs away to Baltimore in 1911, 
where a well-to-do Jewish family hires her to help their obstinate, aging 
housekeeper. Joan’s world begins to expand as she encounters art, music, and 
literature.  

Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai -- Through a series of poems, a 
young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, and 
her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary D. Schmidt -- In 1911, Turner 
Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine, but things improve when 
he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a poor, nearby island community 
founded by former slaves that the town fathers – and Turner's – want to change 
into a tourist spot. 

*Lyddie by Katherine Paterson (required for CHOICE)-- When Lyddie and her 
younger brother are hired out as servants to help pay off their family farm's debts, 
Lyddie is determined to find a way to reunite her family once again. 

The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani -- Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to 
flee her home with her Hindu family during the 1947 partition of India, tries to find 
her voice and make sense of the world falling apart around her by writing to her 
deceased Muslim mother in the pages of her diary. 

A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen -- When the Berlin Wall went up, Gerta, 
her mother, and her brother Fritz were trapped on the eastern side where they 
were living, while her father and her older brother Dominic were in the West. Four 
years later, now twelve, Gerta sees her father on a viewing platform on the 
western side and realizes he wants her to risk her life trying to tunnel to freedom.  
 
Paperboy by Vince Vawter -- When an eleven-year-old boy takes over a friend's 
newspaper route in July, 1959, in Memphis, his debilitating stutter makes for a 
memorable month. (Sequel: Copyboy) 
 
*The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall (required for Fountain) 
-- After he throws a brick at the neighborhood Junk Man’s head, Arthur is 
sentenced to community service helping him, but the junk the man collects might 
be more important than Arthur suspects. 
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Stella by Starlight by Sharon Draper -- When a burning cross set by the Klan 
causes panic and fear in 1932 Bumblebee, North Carolina, fifth-grader Stella must 
face prejudice and find the strength to demand change in her segregated town. 

The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley -- A young disabled 
girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English countryside during 
World War II, where they find life to be much sweeter away from their abusive 
mother. (Sequel: The War I Finally Won) 

 

Humor 

As Easy as Falling off the Face of the Earth by Lynne Rae Perkins -- A teenage 
boy encounters one comedic calamity after another when his train strands him in 
the middle of nowhere, and everything comes down to luck.  

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos -- In the historic town of Norvelt, 
Pennsylvania, Jack Gantos spends the summer of 1962 grounded for various 
offenses until he is assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most unusual 
chore.  

The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman -- A Brooklyn eighth-grader 
nicknamed Antsy befriends the Schwa, an "invisible-ish" boy who is tired of 
blending into his surroundings and going unnoticed by nearly everyone. (Sequel: 
Antsy Does Time) 

 

Mystery 

I Am Princess X  by Cherie Priest -- Years after writing stories about a 
superheroine character she created with a best friend who died in a tragic car 
accident, 16 year-old May is shocked to see stickers, patches, and graffiti images 
of the superheroine appearing all over town.  

Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery by John Feinstein -- After winning a 
basketball-reporting contest, eighth graders Stevie and Susan are sent to cover 
the Final Four tournament, where they discover that a talented player is being 
blackmailed into throwing the final game. (Sequels: Vanishing Act; Cover Up; 
Change-Up; The Rivalry; Rush for the Gold; Foul Trouble) 
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The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd -- When Ted and Kat's cousin Salim 
disappears from the London Eye ferris wheel, the two siblings must work 
together--Ted with his brain that is "wired differently" and impatient Kat--to try to 
solve the mystery of what happened to Salim. 

Silent to the Bone by E. L. Konigsburg -- When he is wrongly accused of gravely 
injuring his baby half-sister, 13-year-old Branwell loses his power of speech and 
only his friend Connor is able to reach him and uncover the truth about what really 
happened. 

 

Realistic Fiction 

Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed -- In Pakistan, Amal holds onto her dream of 
being a teacher even after becoming an indentured servant to pay off her family’s 
debt to the wealthy and corrupt Khan family.  
 
The Benefits of Being an Octopus by Ann Braden -- Seventh-grader Zoey Albro 
focuses on caring for three younger siblings and avoiding rich classmates at 
school until her fascination with octopuses gets her on the debate team and she 
begins to speak out. 
 
Best Foot Forward by Joan Bauer -- Between school and Al-Anon meetings, 
Jenna helps Mrs. Gladstone cope with escalating problems that result from the 
merger of Gladstone Shoes with Shoe Warehouse Corporation, while managing a 
new employee with a shoplifting record. 

Bluefish by Pat Schmatz -- Everything changes for 13-year-old Travis, a new 
student who is trying to hide his illiteracy, when he meets a sassy classmate with 
her own secrets and a remarkable teacher.   

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan -- Twelve-year-old genius and outsider 
Willow Chance must figure out how to connect with other people and find a 
surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident. 

Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick -- When his younger 
brother is diagnosed with leukemia, 13-year-old Steven tries to deal with his 
complicated emotions, his school life and his desire to support his family. (Sequel: 
After Ever After)  
 
Goodbye Stranger by Rebecca Stead -- Explores friendship from multiple 
perspectives, as three friends struggle through seventh grade navigating the 
challenges of school and boys. 
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Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson -- “When six students are chosen to 
participate in a weekly talk with no adults allowed, they discover that when they're 
together, it's safe to share the hopes and fears they have to hide from the rest of 
the world"--Provided by publisher 
 
Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly -- The lives of four misfits are intertwined 
when a bully's prank lands shy Virgil at the bottom of a well and Valencia, Kaori, 
and Gen band together in an epic quest to find and rescue him. 
 
Lost in the Sun by Lisa Graff -- "As Trent Zimmerman struggles to move past a 
traumatic event that took place several months earlier, he befriends class outcast 
Fallon Little, who helps him understand that he can move on"--Provided by 
publisher. 
 
A Mango-Shaped Space by Wendy Mass -- Thirteen-year-old Mia Winchell has a 
secret: sounds, numbers, and words appear to her in color.  

Merci Suarez Changes Gears by Meg Medina -- “Merci Suárez knew that sixth 
grade would be different, but she had no idea just how different. For starters, 
Merci has never been like the other kids at her private school in Florida, because 
she and her older brother, Roli, are scholarship students... So when bossy Edna 
Santos sets her sights on the new boy who happens to be Merci's 
school-assigned Sunshine Buddy, Merci becomes the target of Edna's jealousy. 
Things aren't going well at home, either: Merci's grandfather and most trusted ally, 
Lolo, has been acting strangely lately -- forgetting important things, falling from his 
bike, and getting angry over nothing.” -- Provided by publisher 

Mindblind by Jennifer Roy -- Fourteen-year-old Nathaniel Clark, who has 
Asperger's Syndrome, tries to prove that he is a genius by writing songs for his 
rock band, so that he can become a member of the prestigious Aldus Institute, the 
premier organization for the profoundly gifted. 

Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine -- Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger's 
Syndrome, struggles to understand emotions, show empathy, and make friends at 
school, while at home she seeks closure by working on a project with her father. 

Notes from the Midnight Driver by Jordan Sonnenblick -- After being assigned 
to perform community service at a nursing home, 16-year-old Alex befriends a 
cantankerous old man who has some lessons to impart about jazz guitar playing, 
love, and forgiveness.  
 
Okay for Now by Gary D. Schmidt -- While Doug struggles to be more than the 
thug that his teachers and the police think him to be, he finds an unlikely ally in Lil 
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Spicer, as they explore Audubon's art. (Companion to The Wednesday Wars) 

The Season of Styx Malone by Kekla Magoon -- “Caleb Franklin and his younger 
brother, Bobby Gene, spend an extraordinary summer their new, older neighbor, 
Styx Malone, a foster boy from the city"--Provided by publisher 

See You in the Cosmos by Jack Cheng -- Eleven-year-old Alex Petroski, along 
with his dog, Carl Sagan, makes big discoveries about his family on a road trip 
and he records it all on a golden iPod he intends to launch into space"--Provided 
by publisher. 

Shakespeare Bats Cleanup by Ron Koertge -- When a 14-year-old baseball 
player catches mononucleosis, he discovers that keeping a journal and 
experimenting with poetry not only helps fill the time, it also helps him deal with 
life, love, and loss. (Sequel: Shakespeare Makes the Playoffs) 

The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore --  “ A boy tries to steer a 
safe path through the projects in Harlem in the wake of his brother's 
death."--Amazon 

Tangerine by Edward Bloor -- Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of 
his football hero brother Erik, fights for the right to play soccer despite his near 
blindness and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his eyesight. 

The Thing About Luck by Cynthia Kadohata -- Just when twelve-year-old 
Summer thinks nothing else can possibly go wrong in a year of bad luck, an 
emergency takes her parents to Japan, leaving Summer to care for her little 
brother while helping her grandmother cook and do laundry for harvest workers. 
 
The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin -- Twelve-year-old Suzy Swanson 
wades through her intense grief over the loss of her best friend by investigating 
the rare jellyfish she is convinced was responsible for her friend's death.  
 
The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle by Leslie Connor -- “Mason Buttle is the 
biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone knows he can barely read or 
write. Mason's learning disabilities are compounded by grief. Fifteen months ago, 
Mason's best friend, Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead in the Buttle family's 
orchard. An investigation drags on, and Mason, honest as the day is long, can't 
understand why Lieutenant Baird won't believe the story Mason has told about 
that day. Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin Chumsky, are relentlessly 
bullied by the other boys in their neighborhood, so they create an underground 
club space for themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason finds himself in 
trouble again. He's desperate to figure out what happened to Calvin, and 
eventually, Benny. But will anyone believe him?” -- from Amazon.com 
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Sports 
 
Beyond Lucky by Sarah Aronson -- Twelve-year-old Ari Fish is sure that the rare 
trading card he found has changed his luck and that of his soccer team, but after 
the card is stolen he comes to know that we make our own luck, and that heroes 
can be fallible. 

Booked by Kwame Alexander -- Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates 
books, but soon learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, 
stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander -- Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars 
Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off the court as their father 
ignores his declining health. (Prequel: Rebound) 
 
Ghost by Jason Reynolds -- Aspiring to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle 
school's track team, gifted runner Ghost finds his goal challenged by a tragic past 
with a violent father. (Sequels: Patina, Sunny, Lu) 
 
Heat by Mike Lupica -- Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social 
services after being banned from playing Little League baseball because rival 
coaches doubt he is only twelve years old and he has no parents to offer them 
proof. 

Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery by John Feinstein -- After winning a basketball 
reporting contest, eighth graders Stevie and Susan Carol are sent to cover the 
Final Four tournament, where they discover that a talented player is being 
blackmailed into throwing the final game. (Sequels: Vanishing Act; Cover Up; 
Change-Up; The Rivalry; Rush for the Gold; Foul Trouble) 

Vanishing Act by John Feinstein -- Eighth-grade sports reporters Susan Carol 
and Stevie reunite at the U.S. Open tennis championships where they investigate 
the mysterious disappearance of a top Russian player. (Sequels: Cover Up; 
Change-Up; The Rivalry; Rush for the Gold; Foul Trouble) 
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NON-FICTION 
  

Almost Astronauts: The True Story of the “Mercury 13” Women by Tanya 
Lee Stone -- Presents the story of the 13 women connected with NASA's Mercury 
13 space mission, who braved prejudice and jealousy to make their mark and 
open the door for the female pilots and space commanders that would soon 
follow. 
 
An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth: What Going To Space Taught Me 
About Ingenuity, Determination and Being Prepared for Anything by Chris 
Hadfield -- Takes readers deep into his years of training and space exploration to 
show how to make the impossible possible. Through eye-opening, entertaining 
stories, his vivid and refreshing insights will teach you how to think like an 
astronaut and will change, completely, the way you view life on Earth--especially 
your own.  
 
The Boys in the Boat (young adult edition) by Daniel James Brown -- 
Celebrates the 1936 U.S. men’s Olympic eight-oar rowing team -- nine working 
class boys who transformed the sport and earned the attention of millions of 
Americans.    
 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson -- "The author shares her 
childhood memories and reveals the first sparks that ignited her writing career in 
free-verse poems about growing up in the North and South" --Provided by 
publisher. 
 
Chew on This: Everything You Don’t Want to Know About Fast Food by Eric 
Schlosser -- Examines the fast food industry with facts about its evolution and 
practices, the effects of fast food consumption on public health, and the 
international success of fast food. 
 
The Children of Willesden Lane by Emil Sher -- Fourteen-year-old Lisa Jura 
was a musical prodigy who hoped to become a concert pianist. But when Hitler’s 
armies advanced on pre-war Vienna, Lisa’s parents were forced to make a difficult 
decision. Able to secure passage for only one of their three daughters through the 
Kindertransport, they chose to send gifted Lisa to London for safety.  
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Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice by Phillip M. Hoose -- Presents the life 
of the Alabama teenager who played an integral but little-known role in the 
Montgomery bus strike of 1955-1956, once by refusing to give up a bus seat, and 
again, by becoming a plaintiff in the landmark civil rights case against the bus 
company. 
 
Courage Has No Color by Tanya Lee Stone -- Tells the story of America's first 
black paratroopers during World War II. 

 
The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion, and the Fall of Imperial Russia by 
Candace Fleming -- Traces the story of the Russian Revolution, the lives of the 
Romanov family and the story of their tragic deaths, in an account that draws on 
primary-source materials and includes period photographs.   
 
Flesh & Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and its Legacy by Albert Marrin -- 
Describes the conditions in the textile industry in the early 20th century behind the 
fire at the Triangle Shirtwaist Company and explains the fire’s impact on the labor 
movement and on society. 
 
GO: A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design by Chip Kidd -- Graphic designer Chip 
Kidd describes the elements of graphic design, including form, function, color, and 
typography.  
 
Hoop Dreams: A True Story of Hardship and Triumph by Ben Joravsky -- A 
study of the struggles of Arthur Agee and William Gates to win college 
scholarships and positions on professional teams follows the stories of their 
families, relationships, and personal aspirations.  
 
Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster by Jon 
Krakauer -- The author relates his experience of climbing Mount Everest during its 
deadliest season and examines what it is about the mountain that makes people 
willingly subject themselves to such risk, hardship, and expense. 
 
Lincoln’s Grave Robbers by Steve Sheinkin -- This gripping true-crime narrative 
tells the story of how the gang of counterfeiter Benjamin’s Boyd brazenly 
attempted to steal the body of Abraham Lincoln to demand ransom and Boyd’s 
release from jail.  
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March: Book Three by John Lewis -- By the fall of 1963 with the Civil Rights 
Movement underway, John Lewis, the chairman of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), continues to force the nation to confront its 
ongoing blatant injustice, but for every step forward, the danger grows more 
intense. Graphic nonfiction.  
 
Moonbird: A Year on the Wind with the Great Survivor B95 by Phillip M. 
Hoose -- Documents the survival tale of an intrepid shorebird that has endured 
annual migrations between Argentina and the Canadian Arctic throughout the 
course of a long lifetime while his species continues to decline. 
 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma: The Secrets Behind What You Eat by Michael 
Pollan, adapted by Richie Chevat -- Delves into facts about food, life expectancy 
as it relates to consumption, and global health implications resulting from food 
choices made by people around the world, encouraging readers to consider their 
food choices and eating habits.  
 
Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek by Maya Van Wagenen -- 
Documents a high schooler's year-long attempt to change her social status from 
misfit to member of the "in" crowd by following advice in a 1950s popularity guide, 
an experiment that triggered embarrassment, humor, and surprises.  
 
“The President Has Been Shot!” The Assassination of John F. Kennedy by 
James L. Swanson -- Recounts the 35th president's assassination and details key 
events while sharing informative back matter and archival photographs. 
 
Samurai Rising by Pamela Turner -- Minamoto Yoshitsune should not have been 
a samurai. When Yoshitsune was just a baby, his father went to war with a rival 
samurai family--and lost. His father was killed, his mother captured, and his 
surviving half-brother banished. Yoshitsune was sent away to live in a monastery. 
When the time came to rise up against their enemies, Yoshitsune answered the 
call. His daring feats and impossible bravery earned him immortality. 
 
Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Differently: A Biography by Karen 
Blumenthal -- Presents the life and career of the computer industry visionary, from 
his early life and creation of Apple Computer at the age of twenty to his 
accomplishments in technology and design. 
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Sugar Changed the World: A Story of Magic, Spice, Slavery, Freedom, and 
Science by Marc Aronson and Marina Budhos -- Traces the panoramic story of 
the sweet substance and its important role in shaping world history. 
 
Tanya Lee Stone Examines The Good, the Bad, and the Barbie: A Doll’s 
History and Her Impact on Us by Tanya Lee Stone -- How the Barbie doll 
became the icon that she is and the impact she has had on our culture through 
passionate anecdotes and memories from a range of girls and women. 
 
Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and 
Changed the World by Sy Montgomery -- An authorized portrait of Grandin's life 
with autism and her groundbreaking work as a scientist and designer of 
cruelty-free livestock facilities.  
 
Unbroken (young adult edition) by Laura Hillenbrand. -- A biography of Olympic 
runner and World War II bombardier Louis Zamperini, who had been 
rambunctious in childhood before succeeding in track and eventually serving in 
the military, which led to a trial in which he was forced to find a way to survive in 
the open ocean after being shot down.    
 
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian High School Football Team 
by Steve Sheinkin -- Before they became legends, Jim Thorpe and Pop Warner 
met at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School, where they forged one of the 
winningest teams in American football history. 
 
World without Fish by Mark Kurlansky -- Examines the threats to the survival of 
fish in the world's oceans, discussing the damage caused by various types of 
fishing equipment, the impact of politics on the regulation of fishing, and the 
harmful effects of overfishing, pollution, and global warming. 
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